UNICEF DAY - OCTOBER 3l
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survival of children worldwide.
What can we do to get more
Americans committed to the cause?"
- Clay Aiken

On Halloween in 1950, school children in Philadelphia
started an important tradition that has inspired millions
of children to make a difference, by collecting money
for the children of the world when they went trick-or-
treating. The school children raised $17 in 1950, but
since then children have raised nearly $200 million
dollars for UNICEF's work to provide emergency relief,
medicine, clean water, better nutrition and better
education for kids in 160 countries.

UNICEF, the United Nations Children's Fund was
created by the UN General Assembly in 1946 to provide
humanitarian and development assistance to children
and mothers in developing nations. UNICEF's focuses
include: immunization, child protection, education of
girls, HIVIAIDS prevention and treatment and early
childhood care. These are the same focuses of the
Millennium Development Goals -- specific goals that all
of the leaders of the world agreed to work towards.

In addition to providing an opportunity to raise funds for
UNICEF's work, UNICEF Day is also a chance for kids,
their parents and teachers to learn about the
challenges facing children around the world - from
poverty and diseases to armed conflicts. It's also a time
to learn about the rights of all children as declared in
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and to remind
our governments about their pledge to meet the
Millennium Development Goals.

"There is no trust more sacred than the one the world holds with children. There is no duly more
important than ensuring that their rights are respected, that their weffare is protected, that their
lives are free from fear and want and that they can grow up in peace.”

Be a Hero for a Culture of Peace

1. Find out more about UNICEF,
the Declaration on the Rights
of the Child and the Millennium
Development Goals

2. Hold an event to educate others
about UNICEF's work

3. Support UNICEF and other
organizations working to help
children in need

-- Kofi Annan

Links for Children's Rights

- Child Rights Information Network (crin.org)

- Children’s Defense Fund
(childrensdefense.org)

- Children Now (childrennow.org)

- Global Movement for Children (gmfc.org)

- National Youth Rights Association
(youthrights.org)

- Save the Children (savethechildren.org)

- UNICEF (unicef.org)

For more information: www.peacecalendar.net/unicefday.htm

Be a Hero for a Culture of Peace -

cultureofpeace.com

...every act of compassion makes a difference...every day counts for a better world...
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